ATTACHMENT 1
Fraser River Sturgeon Conservation Society — Background

The FRSCS was founded in 1997 by a group of dedicated sturgeon enthusiasts from several sectors in
BC. The founding and current chairman of the FRSCS, Rick Hansen, has provided leadership and
motivation to a talented set of directors, made up of community representatives from provincial,
federal, and First Nation governments, industry, science, education, the environment. The Society’s
mandate is to conserve and protect Fraser River white sturgeon and their habitat. This is addressed
through: the development and implementation of stewardship activities, public education and
awareness initiatives; conducting research and communicating the results; and professionally
addressing key issues facing sturgeon with appropriate actions. The vision and mission of the FRSCS
are as follows:

VISION
Our vision is that wild sturgeon populations in the Fraser River are strong, healthy, and naturally
sustainable for future generations.

MISSION
The purpose of the Society is to conserve and restore the Fraser River sturgeon stocks through:
a) conducting research relating to Fraser River sturgeon and to disseminate the results of
such research;
b) to educate and increase the public’s understanding of the Fraser River sturgeon by
implementing public relations activities, educational initiatives, seminars and workshops;
c) to take appropriate actions on key issues facing sturgeon; and
d) funding qualified donees as defined in the Income Tax Act.

Since 1999, the FRSCS has made great progress in identifying and addressing issues affecting the
recovery of white sturgeon in the lower Fraser River. In order to produce reliable estimates of the
population of Fraser River white sturgeon, novel life history and migration information for the species,
and heightened awareness levels in the public regarding the state of this culturally and ecologically
significant species, the Society designed a cost-effective, stewardship-based monitoring and
assessment program. This significant, volunteer-driven program has coordinated activities and in-kind
contributions from true stewards of the resource: sport fishing guides, recreational, commercial, and
aboriginal fishermen, test fishery and enforcement personnel, and various fishery monitors.

Now in its sixth year of continuous operation, the FRSCS’ Lower Fraser River White Sturgeon
Monitoring Program has resulted in one of the best baseline datasets on sturgeon in the world, and is
being used in an advanced population model to monitor the abundance and track the recovery of white
sturgeon in the lower Fraser River, by size group, over time.

The FRSCS is in a unique position to comment on the consideration by SARA to list white sturgeon as
an endangered species in Canada. Not only has the FRSCS championed both white sturgeon
monitoring, assessment, and stewardship in the lower Fraser River, but the Society is at the forefront
of coordinating and delivering a conservation plan/recovery plan for white sturgeon for the entire
Fraser River watershed. The Society has a solid understanding of the population status, structures,
and issues of the 6 unique stocks of white sturgeon in Canada, the population history of these stocks,
and the current and eminent threats to these populations.

The Fraser River Sturgeon Conservation Society is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to the conservation
and restoration of wild Fraser River white sturgeon. The Society has charitable status. Our registered business
number is 86735 0282 RR0001, and our BC Society Number is S-0037432.
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